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Doggone  
great kitchens
t he most successful kitchen remodels result from 

thoughtful consideration of the needs and wishes of 

everyone who will be cooking, working, eating, and 

relaxing in what is often referred to as the heart of the home. 

Families with several chefs make sure there is plenty of space 

for two or more people to cook side-by-side comfortably. 

Active households appreciate a well-organized adjacent 

mudroom with plenty of space for storing coats, backpacks, 

and sports gear. In homes that include one or more four-

legged family members, savvy kitchen designers are coming 

up with some clever accommodations for man’s best friend. 

Here are a few of our favorite ideas from kitchens that have 

gone to the dogs. —Maureen Friedman

lucky’s got a room of his own
A kitchen remodel gave this busy family a much-
needed mudroom. Situated between the kitchen and 
the new back entrance, the mudroom also has  become 
Lucky the goldendoodle’s hangout. Designed to 
accom modate a 2-ft. by 2-ft. by 4-ft. dog crate, Lucky’s 
“bedroom” is tucked away under a set of drawers that 
hold his food, leashes, and other doggie necessities. A 
local metal artist designed the custom gate, which can 
separate the mudroom from the rest of the kitchen. The 
punched-metal design was inspired by the house’s star-
patterned hardware, and the same metal pattern was 
used on some of the kitchen cabinet doors. The gate 
operates like a pocket door. When open, it slides into 
the half-wall behind the dog-bed area. When closed, it’s 
secured to the wall with a latch.

Architects  Jean Rehkamp Larson and Ryan Lawinger, Rehkamp Lar-
son Architects, Minneapolis, rehkamplarson.com

contractor  Quality Home Transformations, Bloomington, Minn.; 
qualityhometransformations.com

Photos  Andrea Rugg Photography, andrearugg.com
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Great gate for the greyhounds
Her clients were delighted when architectural designer  
Alexandra Immel removed a wall between their tiny 
kitchen and the adjoining dining room. Now one open and 
attractive space, the redesigned kitchen and dining area is 
more welcoming and conducive to cooking and entertain-
ing. But the homeowners still needed a way to restrict the 
movement of their three large greyhounds. Reluctant to 
mar the sleek lines of their new kitchen with the plastic 
baby gate they had used in the past, they added a wood-
framed tempered-glass door to separate the kitchen from 
the rest of the house. Functioning like a pocket door, the 
gate slides between the base cabinets and the back of the 
peninsula when not in use. A wheel mounted at the bot-
tom of each end of the gate raises it off the floor, allowing 
it to glide back and forth with ease. Intended for dogs 
who won’t be trying to open it, the gate is heavy enough 
that it does not need a latch to stay closed. If the gate were 
designed to keep small children safe, locking pocket-door 
hardware could be installed in the leading edge of the gate 
and where the gate meets the base cabinet.  

Design  Alexandra Immel, Alexandra Immel Residential Design, Seattle, 
alexandraimmeldesign.com

Contractor  Rod Charlotte, Seattle

Photo  Ross Anania, rossanania.com, courtesy of Alexandra Immel Resi-
dential Design

A place for the pups
When architect Jeffrey Pelletier remodeled his kitchen, he 
included some pretty sweet spots for his two small dogs, 
including an area under the kitchen island for their water 
bowl and a tilt-out cabinet above for their food. 

Design  Jeffrey Pelletier, Board & Vellum, Seattle, boardandvellum.com

Construction  NRC Homes, Seattle, nrconstruction.com

Photos  John G. Wilbanks, jwphoto.com, courtesy of Board & Vellum

Safe and secure. The dogs 
love sleeping together in 
their cozy crate, but Pelletier 
didn’t want an ugly metal 
one sitting in the middle 
of his nice new kitchen. He 
designed a custom crate 
that opens on two sides. 
During the day, the sliding 
gate is left off so that the 
dogs can relax in the crate 
and observe what’s going 
on in the house while still 
feeling safe in their own 
little den.

www.finehomebuilding.com FeBRuARy/mARcH 2017 77

H265PG.indd   77 12/9/16   12:24 PM




