Knowing what to keep
is as important as knowing

t can take a little while to
discover a home’s deficiencies.
For Jon Waterhouse, the pre-
vious owner’s amateurish do-it-
yourself cabinets and tilework were
evident from the outset. But it took
a couple of months and a few dinner

parties to cast a harsher light on the

kitchen’s true shortcomings. Water-
house started keeping track of the
things that needed improvement to
get the most from this all-important
room, beginning with making a
good place for guests to congregate.
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Solution: A new raised countertop offers
barstool space, a place for informal meals,
and a visual barrier from the dining area,
minimizing the view of kitchen clutter.
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Design: Julia Williams, West Linn, Ore.; www.juliawilliamsinteriors.com
Construction: RC Belt Construction Inc., Portland, Ore.

Photos: Charles Miller, except “before” photo courtesy of Julia Williams. Drawings: Martha Garstang Hill.
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Solution: The fix A : ' A pop-up Convenience
lincluded additional b.: [ Outlet from Doug Mockett &
essed can lights, Company puts power on the
w undercabinet counter next to the bar top.
res, and pendant k

closet now includes
~ shelving and wire
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"aha!”"moment

The pivotal design decision sometimes is

knowing when not to make a major change. | St uteudr o v itou ottt OO
After exploring numerous options, designer Julia Solution: Replace the ponderous upper cabinets, ungainly soffits;
Williams came to the inescapable conclusion that and too-big refrigerator.with a shallower fridge, no soffits, and new

the original plan offered the most efficient use pper cabinets that reachto-the ceiling to give the room a lift. i S
of this space. It simply needed refining.
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